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political or in the economic sphere, but Western
thinkers have been optimistic about their ultimate
solution. The record of history shows that, by
courage and endurance, by the application of
reason, by the increase of knowledge, by sustained
and united resistance to economic exploitation and
political tyranny, large communities of men have
been finding their way towards better conditions of
existence and happier states of mind. Within these
large communities the main (though not the only)
task in our time has been the search for 'social
justice1. In the relations between community and
community the main task, though here also not the
sole task, has been the elimination of war as sense-
less, cruel, and merely destructive.
For more than a hundred years, and in some
respects for a much longer time, certain dominant
tendencies of German intellectual life have been
hostile to this liberal and Christian way of thought.
Long before Hitler, popular writers in Germany
had derided Western humanitarianism, denied the
very conditions under which Western thinkers re-
garded improvement as possible, and described as
mere foolishness the moral ideals which the majority
of English, French, and American writers had taken
for granted.   The worship of power, a contempt
for mercy and gentleness, the sacrifice of the in-
dividual to the State, a belief in war as the highest
and most ennobling form of human activity, these
were the lessons taught to the younger generation
in Germany, not merely by the Hitler Youth Move-
ment, but by school teachers in the years before
the last war. Moreover, this reversion to an earlier
barbarism was accompanied by a strong belief that